
 
 

Friends of Mineralogy, Colorado Chapter 

Newsletter ï March/April 2014 
 

March Meeting ï Thursday, March 13, 7:30 pm          (Board meeting 6:30-7:30) 

Denver Museum of Nature and Science ï V.I.P. Room.  Enter through the single door 

Security/Staff entrance to the left of the main entrance.  The V.I.P. room is to the left 

through the cafeteria area. 
 

March Program: 
 

Pegmatites of the Black Hills, South Dakota 
 

by John L. Lufkin, Ph.D. 
 

There are literally thousands of pegmatites in the Black Hills of southwestern South 

Dakota. They are spatially and genetically related to the Harney Peak Granite, a 

peraluminous, S-type granite located in the south-central portion of the Black Hills uplift 

in the area of Custer-Hill City. The granite outcrop is less than 10 miles in diameter, and 

intrudes the Precambrian metamorphic complex that forms the core of the Black Hills 

elongate dome. 

In this presentation the structure and mineralogy of eight pegmatites will be discussed 

with numerous illustrations, including Tin Mountain, St. Louis, Bob Ingersoll, Etta, Dan 

Patch, Helen Beryl, Tip Top, and White Elephant. 

The genesis of these deposits will be covered in terms of the two leading models that 

have been published over the past 75 years: the Jahns-Burnham ñvapor modelò and the 

ñmagmatic modelò of David London, University of Oklahoma.  
 

Dates for upcoming FM Colorado Chapter meetings: 

 May 8 (meeting location & topic still TBD) 

 May 10, 12-3 p.m., Silent Auction, Clements Community Center 

 September 5-7, San Juans Mineral Symposium, Ouray, CO 

 (whether to have an additional September FM meeting is still TBD) 

 November 13, FM meeting 

Meetings are normally held at 7:30 p.m. on the 2
nd

 Thursday of alternative months, at the VIP Room in 

the Denver Museum of Nature and Science.  Any visitors are always welcome at our meetings! 
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FMCC 2014 Officers:  President, Mark Jacobson, markivanjacobson@gmail.com , 1-337-255-0627 

   Vice-President, Jim Hurlbut, jfhu@earthlink.com , 303-757-0283  

   Treasurer, Lou Conti, dlconti@aol.com , 303-797-3205 

   Secretary, Alan & Norma Keimig, alan.keimig@gmail.com, 303-755-9604 

   Directors: Bill Chirnside (2013-14), billdozer@mho.com , 303-989-8748 

Don Bray  (2014-15), don-bray@copper.net , 303-681-3646  

Larry Havens (2014-15), lghavens@aol.com , 303-757-6577 

      Chairpersons:  Newsletter, Pete Modreski, pmodreski@usgs.gov, 303-202-4766 

   Preservation, Jeff Self and Donna Ware, selfawareminerals@gmail.com 

   Liaison for DMNS, Alan Keimig 

   Liaison for RMFMS, Jim Hurlbut 

   Membership/Hospitality - ? (open!) 

 

 

 

More about our March speaker, Dr. John Lufkin : 

 

 At the March 13, 2014 meeting of the Friends of 

Mineralogy, Colorado Chapter, the presentation speaker will be 

Dr. John L. Lufkin. Dr. Lufkin is an alumnus of Hot Springs High 

School, Hot Springs, South Dakota, Class of 1958. He earned a 

B.A. degree from Carlton College and a M.S. degree from 

Brigham Young University. He received his Ph.D. in geology 

from Stanford University in 1972, where he was first exposed to 

the then master of pegmatite studies, Dick Jahns. He has recently 

returned from a visit to University of Oklahoma where he learned 

more about the current theory of pegmatite genesis, based on the 

experimental research by Dr. David London and his graduate 

students. 

 From 1984 to 2001, Dr. John L. Lufkin worked in various consulting geological positions around 

the United States, specializing in environmental geology and opaque ore mineralogy. From 2001 to 

2007, he was an Adjunct Professor of Geology teaching at the University of Colorado at Denver, Metro 

State College and the University of Denver, Denver. From 2007 to 2010, Dr. Lufkin was a geological 

consultant for numerous companies and taught short courses on metallic ore textures, ore mineralogy 

and ore microscopy at various colleges. From 2010 to 2013, he returned as a Professor of Geology, 

Adjunct for Metro State University of Denver and also was an instructor of Geology at the University of 

Northern Colorado, Greeley. He taught courses in geology, including the geology of Colorado, physical 

geology, oceanography, igneous and metamorphic petrology, ore mineralogy and microscopy, and the 

geology of ore deposits as well as continued research on ore textures and field work on the pegmatites in 

the Black Hills, S.D. and Colorado. Since 2013, he has been a consulting geologist in economic geology 

and president of Golden Publishers. He has co-authored the book, Guidebook to Geology of the Black 

Hills, South Dakota (2009) and numerous articles in geologic and mineralogic journals. 

 

 

Dr. Lufkin will have his book, Guidebook to Geology of the Black Hills, South Dakota, available 

for sale at the meeting. 
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Some important notes about FM this month! 
 

Please pay your dues for 2014!  Dues are $13.00 , which includes membership in national 

Friends of Mineralogy.  You may pay at our meeting, or send your dues payment to: FM-Colorado 

Chapter, P.O. Box 5276, Golden CO, 80401-5276. 

 

Be awareðour chapter mailing address may change next as of next 

month.  The small postal station on Old Golden Road at which our P.O. Box has always been 

located, has permanently closed.  Our existing P.O. Box number will only be usable through the end of 

March; the board will make a decision at the March meeting about where to establish a new P.O. Box 

address, whether in Golden or elsewhereðweôll keep you informed.  Be assured that any mail (or dues 

checks!) sent to the old Box # will continue to be forwarded to our new one. 

 

Also be aware ï our next (May) meeting may not be held at the Denver 

Museum of Nature & Science.  Our normal (VIP Room) meeting place will not be available 

on our scheduled May 10 meeting date, and no other meeting rooms at DMNS appear to be available 

either.  Please look for an announcement in our May newsletter (or check the chapter website for 

updates) to confirm the exact date, time, and place of the May meeting, as well as the topic.  A meeting 

room at Colorado School of Mines is being considered. 

 

2014 FMCC Silent Auction, May 10, 12 ï 3 p.m. (Setup at 10:30, checkout 3-4 p.m.) 

 Our 2014 silent auction will take place on Saturday, May 10, at the Clements Community 

Center, 1580 Yarrow St., Lakewood, CO (a block west and a block north of the intersection of Colfax 

and Wadsworth).  Please put it on your calendar!  The auction is our organizationôs main annual fund-

raising event.  Please bring some specimens, and, thank you to all our specimen donors/contributors. 

 

Ouray-Silverton San Juan Mountains Mineral Symposium,  

September   5-7, 2014  
 This Symposium, cosponsored by FMCC as well as the Colorado School of Mines Geology 

Museum and the  Friends of the CSM Geology Museum, will be our major special event this year.  

Detailed plans are in process of being made, but the symposium will be held at a location in Ouray, with 

a Friday evening welcoming party and speaker; lecture program and banquet with speaker on Saturday;  

field trip(s) on Sunday; and possible optional field trips on Monday. The program will include 

presentations about San Juan Mountains history, mining, geology, and mineralogy. Information will be 

posted as it becomes available on the Chapter website.  If you are interested in helping to organize the 

symposium, please contact Chapter president Mark Jacobson, markivanjacobson@gmail.com .  To be 

put on a mailing list to receive updates about the symposium, write to Mark or to Lou Conti, 

dlconti@aol.com . Attendees will be responsible for making their own lodging reservations for the 

symposium; this is a popular weekend in Ouray/Silverton, and whether you would plan to stay in a 

hotel/motel or campground, it would be wise to make your reservations as far in advance as you can. 
 

Colorado Chapter website:  http://friendsofmineralogycolorado.org/ 
 Mark Jacobson has been making a particular effort to have past newsletters and historical and 

current-events information about the Chapter posted and kept current on our website.  Take a look, and 

please refer to it often as a best source of info about the Chapterôs meetings and special events! 

 

http://friendsofmineralogycolorado.org/
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January Colorado Chapter meeting: 

 At our January 9 meeting, Phil Persson gave an excellent presentation on ñMinerals of the 

Franklin and Sterling Mines, Sussex County, New Jersey, and Recommendations for Modern 

Collectingò.  He described the geology, mining history, and mineralogy of these famous deposits, with a 

lot of personal anecdotes and perspectives.  Philip has recently reported that he has decided to begin 

work on a Masterôs Degree program at Colorado School of Mines this fall. 

 

A potpourri of pictures from the Tucson Show: 

 

 

The Friends of Mineralogy, 

Inc., display of this yearôs Best 

Article Awards, and past Best 

Educational Displays. Mark 

Jacobson received the 2014 

award for Best Article in 

Mineral News, ñWalter Brown 

Smith, 1858-1939, Pioneer 

Colorado Mineralogist-

Geologistò 

 

 

 

FMôs Award for Best 

Educational Display by 

an institution went to the 

Univ. of Bonn for Renate 

Schumacherôs display of 

ñTreasures of Gold and 

Gemstones from the River 

Rhineò 

 

 

 

 

 

 Detail from the University of Bonn display; 

 placer gold from a gravel plant along the 

 Rhine. 
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Bryan Leesô (Collectors 

Edge) display of some 

specimens obtained from 

their past 30 years of 

worldwide mining 

operations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sweet Home rhodochrosite 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Topaz from the Tribute Pocket, Agnus Dei 

Claim, El Paso County, Colorado, 

ñdiscovered October 2012 by Rich Fretterd 

and Jean Cowmanò.  Oval cut stone in 

center is 1,345 carats 
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ñ60 Years of Diamonds, Gemstones, 

Silver, and Goldò was the theme of the 

2014 Tucson Show.  Here, from the 

Smithsonian, a 739.7-carat Carbonado 

diamondðblack, polycrystalline 

diamond of enigmatic origin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A very unusual gold specimen; this 56-

gram gold ñeggò was found with 

rounded pebbles in a pool ñby a dried 

out waterfallò near the bed of the 

Bodaybo River, Bodaybinsky district, 

Transbaikal, Russia. It appeared to 

have been formed of gold crystals 

pressed together by the action of the 

surrounding pebbles; a tiny hole in the 

top showed that the interior is lined 

with undeformed ñChristmas tree likeò 

gold crystals. 

 


